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1.  The students concerned 

College Law and political science 

Department  Private Law 

level Second year Master 

Specialization/Field/Division Environment and sustainable development law 

Third hexagram Third hexagram 

Academic Year 2025/2026 

2. Familiarization with the educational material 

Course Title Foreign language (English) 

Learning Unit Thematic Teaching Units 

Number of Credits 01 

Teaching Method Course 

Coefficient 01 

Weekly Hourly Load 22.30 Hours 

3. Course Instructor 

Full Name Hadji Nadir 

Academic Rank Assistant Professor, Section B 

Email na.hadji@univ-blida2.dz 

Phone Number 0559893585 

4. Course Description 

Acquisitions ● Understanding the environmental legal framework 
●Understanding the fundamental principles governing 
environmental law and sustainable development 

The overall objective of the 
educational material 

●  Enabling the student to understand and comprehend the 
content of environmental law by learning about its 
foundations, knowing its components, and how to work with it 
positively. 



●  On the scientific side, learning about the legal system by 
knowing the general rules for the functioning of the 
environmental system, and the provisions related to it. 

Learning Objectives 
(Intended Learning Skills) 

 

● The student becomes familiar with the fundamental 
concepts related to environmental laws. 

● The student becomes familiar with the characteristics 
and objectives of sustainable development. 

● The student understands the field and scope of 
application of environmental law. 

● The student becomes familiar with the general principles 
of environmental protection techniques. 

● The student masters the concepts related to the English 
language in the environmental field. 

● The student gains a general understanding of knowledge 
systems. 

● The student masters the general rules governing 
development processes. 

● The student is able to discuss the advantages of 
environmental protection. 

 

5. Course Content 

First Topic  Conceptual Framework and Its Terminology  

Second Topic Legal Framework and Its Terminology 

Third Topic Environmental Law, Sustainable Development, and Their 
Terminology 

6. Assessment Method 

Assessment Weight (%) Grade Evaluation 

Examination 20  course 20  

Individual Work    /  

Guided Work (Research: Preparation / 
Presentation) 

/ 

 Guided 
Tutorials 

/ 

/ 

Personal Research / / 

Participation and Attendance / / 

Group Research / / 

Exam / / 



The course is delivered in the form of lectures 
 Assessment Type: Exam 

Course Average = Lecture Exam Score 

7. Expected time distribution for the course program 

week Lecture or lesson content 

The first week 

Lecture 01 

Definition of Environmental Law 

1/ Definition of Environmental Law 

2/ Importance of Precise Legal Terminology 

3/ Key Actors in Environmental Law 

The second week Lecture 02 English Term  Arabic Translation 

The third week 

Lecture 03 
National and International Sources 
- National and International Sources 

- Role of Treaties, Conventions, and Regional Instruments 

Fourth week - The Role of Case Law in Environmental Matters 
- Interaction Between National and International Law 

The fifth week 
Lecture04  English Term  Arabic Translation 

 

Sixth week 

Lecture 05 
 The Right to a Healthy Environment 

- Core Legal Principles of Environmental Law 
- Accountability and legal liability 

Seventh week 

Lecture 06 

- English Term  Arabic Translation 

- The Role of Environmental Regulatory Agencies 

The eighth week 

Lecture 07 Permitting, Inspections, and Sanctions 

1/ Permitting, Inspections, and Sanctions 

2/ Civil and Criminal Liability for Environmental Harm 

Week nine Lecture 08 English Term  Arabic Translation 

The tenth week 
Lecture 09 Types and Sources of Pollution 

1/ Types and Sources of Pollution 



2/ Legal Framework for Pollution Control 

Week eleven 

Lecture 10 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

1/ Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

2/ Enforcement and Remediation 

The twelfth week 

Lecture11   
1/ English Term  Arabic Translation 

2/ Definition and Global Context 

The thirteenth week 

Lecture 12  International Legal Framework 

1/ International Legal Framework 

2/ National Legislation and Policy 

The fourteenth week 
Lecture 13 

Legal Mechanisms and Enforcement 

The fifteenth week Lecture  14 : 
English Term  Arabic Translation 

• → End-of-Semester Examination (The exam date is determined by the administration). 

• Make-up Examination for the Course (The exam date is determined by the administration). 

8. Assigned Personal Work for the Course 

1 //// 

2 //// 

3 //// 

4 //// 

5 //// 

6 //// 

7 //// 

8 //// 

9. Rules to Be Observed by Students 



Rule 01 •  Respect for lecture timing and commitment to attendance. 

Rule 02 • All students are required to pass an end-of-semester examination to assess 
the knowledge acquired during the learning period.  

10. Sources and References 

# 
"Title of the reference" 

 
Author 

"Publisher and year" 

 

1 An Introduction to Sustainable 
Development 

Peter P. Rogers, 
Kazi F. Jalal & 
John A. Boyd 

Earthscan Publications, 2007 

2 Sustainability and Law: General 
and Specific Aspects 

Volker 
Mauerhofer, 

Daniela Rupo & 
Lara Tarquinio 

Springer Nature (Springer Cham) 2020    

3 
 Sustainable Development Law: 

Principles, Practices, and 
Prospects 

Damilola S. 
Olawuyi, 

Marie-Claire 
Cordonier 

Segger 

Oxford University Press 2025  

 مصادقات الهيئات الإدار�ة والبيداغوجية

رئيس  

 القسم

 مسؤول الميدان أو الفرع أو التخصص (حسب المستوى) 

 ال�جنة البيداغوجية 
 الأستاذ مسؤول المادة 

 نائب العميد  

 الملكف بالبيداغوجيا 

القانون 

    ا�خاص 
  حا�� نذير د.  التخصص  الشعبة الميدان 

     وق والعلوم السياسية  ق ا�ح 

Important note: After the course guide is approved at the beginning of each semester, it is published on the official 
website of the university. 
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ة الأولى  المحاضر

 

Definition of Environmental Law 

Environmental law is a branch of public law that regulates 

the relationship between human activity and the natural 

environment. 

It comprises rules, principles, and procedures designed to 

protect air, water, soil, flora, and fauna from harmful activities. 

The scope of environmental law extends from local 

regulations controlling pollution to international treaties 

addressing global challenges such as climate change and 

biodiversity loss. 
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Importance of Precise Legal Terminology 

Precise legal terminology is essential in environmental law 

because vague wording can lead to misinterpretation or legal 

uncertainty. 

Legislators  draft environmental statutes, regulators 

implement them through administrative mechanisms, and courts 

interpret and enforce them when disputes arise. 

Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) also play an 

important role in advocacy, monitoring, and litigation. 

Key Actors in Environmental Law 

The main actors include legislators, regulatory agencies, 

judicial bodies, and civil society organisations. 

Each contributes to the creation, implementation, and 

enforcement of environmental norms. 
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ة الثانية   المحاضر

English Term      Arabic Translation 

Environmental law   
 القانون البيئ 

Public law                      القانون العام 

International treaties  المعاهدات الدولية 

Legal terminology المصطلحات القانونية 

Legal uncertainty   
ن القانونن  عدم اليقي 

Environmental statutes  يعات البيئية  التشر

Regulators                   الجهات التنظيمية 

Administrative mechanismsالآليات الإدارية 

Courts                                          المحاكم 

Interpret and enforce تفسي  القانون وتطبيقه 
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Litigation                                          
 التقاضن

Advocacy                                المناصرة القانونية 

Legislators                              عون  المشر

Regulatory agencies               الهيئات التنظيمية       

Judicial bodies                        الهيئات القضائية 

Civil society organisations   
 منظمات المجتمع المدنن

Environmental norms          المعايي  البيئية 
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الثالثةالمحاضرة   

 

National and International Sources 

Environmental law derives its authority from both national 

and international sources. 

At the national level, parliaments enact statutes and 

governments issue regulations governing environmental 

protection. 

These instruments establish rights, duties, and enforcement 

mechanisms applicable within a defined jurisdiction. 

At the international level, treaties and conventions play a vital 

role in addressing transboundary and global environmental 

challenges. 
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Examples include the Paris Agreement on Climate Change 

and the Convention on Biological Diversity. 

Role of Treaties, Conventions, and Regional Instruments 

Treaties and conventions are legally binding agreements 

between states, creating obligations under international law. 

They are negotiated and ratified by states and are often 

supervised or monitored by specialised international 

organisations. 

Regional instruments, such as European Union directives 

and regulations, harmonise environmental standards across 

member states. 

The Role of Case Law in Environmental Matters 

Judicial decisions, collectively known as case law, form an 

essential source of environmental law. 
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Courts interpret statutory provisions and treaty obligations, 

clarify ambiguities, and establish precedents that guide 

subsequent cases. 

This process ensures consistency, coherence, and 

predictability in the application of environmental law. 

Interaction Between National and International Law 

National courts may apply international environmental 

principles directly or through domestic legislation incorporating 

international obligations. 

This interaction enhances the effectiveness and 

enforcement of environmental standards at both domestic and 

international levels. 
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 المحاضرة الرابعة

Environmental Law القانون البيئي 

Treaties المعاهدات 

Conventions  الاتفاقيات الدولية 

Legally Binding Agreements ًالاتفاقيات الملزمة قانونيا 

Obligations under International Law  الالتزامات بموجب القانون الدولي 

Ratification التصديق على المعاهدة / إقرار المعاهدة 

Specialised International Organisations  المنظمات الدولية المتخصصة 

Regional Instruments الصكوك / الأدوات الإقليمية 

European Union Directives توجيهات الاتحاد الأوروبي 



10 
 

Case Law                 الاجتهاد القضائي / السوابق القضائية  

Judicial Decisions              القرارات القضائية 

Precedents                         السوابق القانونية 

Transboundary Environmental Challenges حدود التحديات البيئية العابرة لل  

Incorporating International Obligations  دمج الالتزامات الدولية في

 التشريع الوطني

Harmonise Environmental Standards توحيد / مواءمة المعايير البيئية 

Consistency, Coherence, Predictability الاتساق، الانسجام، التنبؤية 
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الخامسة المحاضرة   

 

The Right to a Healthy Environment 

The right to a healthy environment has gained increasing 

recognition as a fundamental human right under both 

international and domestic legal frameworks. 

This right ensures that every individual and community is entitled 

to live in an environment that supports health, well-being, and 

human dignity. 

Several international instruments, including the Stockholm 

Declaration (1972) and the Aarhus Convention (1998), expressly 

affirm this entitlement. 
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Furthermore, many national constitutions and environmental 

statutes recognise environmental protection as a constitutional 

or statutory duty. 

Core Legal Principles of Environmental Law 

Environmental law is underpinned by a number of guiding legal 

principles that inform legislative policy, administrative decision-

making, and judicial interpretation. 

Foremost among these is the precautionary principle, which 

requires preventive measures to be taken where there is a risk 

of serious or irreversible environmental harm, even in the 

absence of full scientific certainty. 

The polluter pays principle establishes that those responsible for 

pollution or environmental degradation should bear the financial 

burden of prevention, control, and remediation. 



13 
 

The principle of sustainable development seeks to reconcile 

environmental protection with economic growth and social 

equity. 

 

 

Accountability and legal liability 

Both states and private entities are legally accountable for 

compliance with environmental obligations. 

Under international law, states are required to exercise due 

diligence to prevent transboundary environmental harm and to 

ensure compliance with international standards. 

Failure to comply may give rise to state liability in international 

law or civil liability in domestic legal systems. 
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السادسة  المحاضرة  

Right to a Healthy Environment الحق في بيئة صحية 

Fundamental Human Right  حق من حقوق الإنسان الأساسية 

International Legal Frameworks  الأطر القانونية الدولية 

Domestic Legal Frameworks  الأطر القانونية الوطنية / المحلية 

Entitlement استحقاق / حق 

Healthy Environment بيئة صحية       

Stockholm Declaration (1972)  1972إعلان ستوكهولم ) 

Aarhus Convention (1998)  1998اتفاقية أرهاوس ) 
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Legal Frameworks الأطر القانونية                   

International Instruments  الدوليةالصكوك / الأدوات  

Human Dignity الكرامة الإنسانية 

 

 

The Role of Environmental Regulatory Agencies 

Environmental regulation in the United Kingdom and other 

jurisdictions is primarily administered by specialised regulatory 

agencies. 

These agencies are responsible for implementing environmental 

legislation, issuing permits, conducting inspections, and 

ensuring compliance with statutory obligations. 
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السابعةالمحاضرة   

 

Examples include the Environment Agency (England), Natural 

Resources Wales, and the Scottish Environment Protection 

Agency (SEPA). 

Their powers typically include monitoring, investigation, and the 

imposition of administrative or judicial sanctions where 

necessary. 

Permitting, Inspections, and Sanctions 
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Environmental permits authorise certain activities that may 

otherwise be restricted or prohibited under environmental law. 

Permitting ensures that operations meet prescribed 

environmental standards relating to emissions, waste 

management, or resource use. 

Regulatory agencies carry out inspections to verify compliance 

and to identify any breaches of environmental obligations. 

Where non-compliance is detected, sanctions may include fines, 

suspension or revocation of permits, and, in serious cases, 

criminal prosecution. 

Civil and Criminal Liability for Environmental Harm 

Environmental harm may give rise to both civil and criminal 

liability depending on the nature and severity of the conduct 

involved. 

Civil liability generally arises where environmental damage 

causes loss or injury to individuals, communities, or property. 
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Victims may seek compensation or injunctive relief through the 

courts. 

Criminal liability, on the other hand, is imposed for serious 

environmental offences such as unlawful dumping of waste, 

pollution of watercourses, or failure to comply with permit 

conditions. 

Prosecution serves both as a deterrent and as a mechanism to 

uphold the integrity of environmental law. 
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 المحاضرة الثامنة 

nvironmental Regulation التنظيم البيئي 

Enforcement  إنفاذ القانون 

Environmental Regulatory Agencies  وكالات التنظيم البيئي / الهيئات

 التنظيمية البيئية

Specialised Regulatory Agencies الوكالات التنظيمية المتخصصة 

Environmental Legislation  التشريعات البيئية 

Permits تصاريح / تراخيص 

Inspections عمليات التفتيش 

Compliance الامتثال / الالتزام بالقانون 

Statutory Obligations  الالتزامات القانونية / الالتزامات التشريعية 
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Monitoring الرصد / المراقبة 

Investigation  التحقيق 

Administrative Sanctions العقوبات الإدارية 

Judicial Sanctions العقوبات القضائية 

Environmental Standards المعايير البيئية 

Non-compliance  عدم الامتثال / المخالفة القانونية 

Fines الغرامات 

Suspension of Permits التراخيص تعليق  

Revocation of Permits سحب / إلغاء التراخيص 

Criminal Prosecution الملاحقة الجنائية / المقاضاة الجنائية 

Civil Liability المسؤولية المدنية 
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التاسعةالمحاضرة   

 

Types and Sources of Pollution 

Pollution is defined as the introduction of harmful substances or 

energy into the natural environment, resulting in detrimental 

effects on human health, ecosystems, and biodiversity. 

The principal forms of pollution include air, water, and soil 

pollution, as well as noise and radiation pollution. 

Industrial processes, vehicular emissions, and improper waste 

disposal are among the most significant anthropogenic sources. 

Legal Framework for Pollution Control 
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Governments employ a variety of legal instruments to regulate 

pollution and prevent environmental degradation. 

Criminal Liability  المسؤولية الجنائية 

Environmental Harm الضرر البيئي 

Injunctive Relief الأمر القضائي بمنع أو وقف فعل معين 

Unlawful Dumping of Waste التخلص غير القانوني من النفايات 

Pollution of Watercourses تلوث المجاري المائية 

Deterrent رادع 

These include statutory enactments, administrative regulations, 

and international treaties establishing emission limits, quality 

standards, and compliance mechanisms. 

For instance, the Clean Air Act 1993 in the United Kingdom and 

the EU Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) provide 

comprehensive legal regimes for pollution prevention and 

control. 
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Compliance with these regulatory standards is mandatory, and 

violations may result in administrative penalties, civil liability, or 

criminal prosecution. 

 

 المحاضرة العاشرة

 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is a legally required 

process that evaluates the potential environmental 

consequences of proposed projects before consent or approval 

is granted. 

Its objective is to ensure that environmental considerations are 

integrated into decision-making alongside economic and social 

factors. 
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EIA reports are subject to review by competent environmental 

authorities, which may impose conditions, modifications, or, in 

certain cases, reject the proposed project altogether. 

Enforcement and Remediation 

Effective enforcement is essential to uphold the integrity and 

deterrent value of pollution control legislation. 

Regulatory authorities may impose fines, suspend operations, 

revoke permits, or initiate criminal proceedings against 

offenders. 

Remediation refers to measures undertaken to clean, restore, or 

compensate for environmental damage. 

Courts may order polluters to bear the full cost of environmental 

restoration in accordance with the “polluter pays” principle. 

Pollution Control  مكافحة التلوث 

Legal Mechanisms الآليات القانونية 
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Legal Framework for Pollution Control الإطار القانوني لمكافحة التلوث 

Statutory Enactments  صادرة عن البرلمان التشريعات / القوانين ال  

Administrative Regulations  اللوائح الإدارية 

 

 المحاضرة الحادية عشر 

International Treaties  المعاهدات الدولية 

Emission Limits حدود الانبعاثات 

Quality Standards المعايير البيئية 

Compliance Mechanisms آليات الامتثال / آليات الالتزام بالقانون 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) تقييم الأثر البيئي 

Competent Environmental Authorities السلطات البيئية المختصة 

Enforcement  إنفاذ القانون 

Remediation إصلاح / ترميم البيئة / التعويض عن الضرر البيئي 

Polluter Pays Principle مبدأ "الملوث يدفع" 
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Civil Liability المسؤولية المدنية 

Criminal Prosecution الملاحقة الجنائية / المقاضاة الجنائية 

Regulatory Authorities السلطات التنظيمية 

Fines الغرامات 

Suspension of Operations  تعليق العمليات 

Revocation of Permits سحب / إلغاء التراخيص 

Definition and Global Context 

Climate change law constitutes a body of legal principles, 

statutes, and international instruments that govern human 

activities contributing to global warming and greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

It operates within both international and domestic legal 

frameworks, requiring cooperation among states, private 

entities, and civil society. 
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 المحاضرة الثانية عشر 

 

Climate change is recognised not only as an environmental 

issue but also as a matter implicating human rights, economic 

development, and global justice. 

International Legal Framework 

The international community has progressively developed a 

comprehensive legal regime to combat climate change, 

beginning with the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC) of 1992. 
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The Kyoto Protocol (1997) introduced binding emission 

reduction commitments for developed countries under the 

principle of “common but differentiated responsibilities.” 

The Paris Agreement (2015), which entered into force in 

2016, established a universal and legally binding framework 

aiming to limit the global temperature rise to well below 2°C 

above pre-industrial levels, with efforts to limit it to 1.5°C. 

Parties to the Paris Agreement must submit Nationally 

Determined Contributions (NDCs) outlining their emission 

reduction targets and adaptation strategies. 

National Legislation and Policy 

At the domestic level, many jurisdictions have enacted 

climate legislation to implement their international obligations 

and transition toward low-carbon economies. 
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The UK Climate Change Act 2008 represents a pioneering 

statute that sets legally binding targets to reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions by at least 100% of 1990 levels by 2050 (net zero). 

Such legislation typically provides mechanisms for carbon 

budgeting, emissions trading, and renewable energy incentives. 

 

 

 المحاضرة الثالثة عشر 

 

Legal Mechanisms and Enforcement 

Market-based instruments such as carbon trading schemes 

enable entities to buy and sell emission allowances, thereby 

promoting cost-effective mitigation. 

In addition, national and international courts have 

increasingly recognised climate litigation—cases brought by 
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individuals, NGOs, or communities seeking to hold governments 

or corporations accountable for inadequate climate action. 

Judicial rulings in climate cases have strengthened 

principles of state accountability, corporate responsibility, and 

the enforceability of environmental rights. 

Climate Change Law  قانون تغير المناخ 

Legal Principles المبادئ القانونية 

Statutes  القوانين / التشريعات 

International Instruments الصكوك / الأدوات الدولية 

International Legal Framework  الإطار القانوني الدولي 

Domestic Legal Framework  / المحليالإطار القانوني الوطني  

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) اتفاقية الأمم المتحدة الإطارية بشأن تغير المناخ 

Kyoto Protocol (1997) ( 1997بروتوكول كيوتو ) 
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Binding Emission Reduction Commitments  ًالالتزامات الملزمة قانونيا

 لتخفيض الانبعاثات

 

 

 

 

 

 المحاضرة الرابعة عشر 

 

Common but Differentiated Responsibilities   مبدأ "المسؤوليات المشتركة

 "ولكن المتفاوتة

Paris Agreement (2015) ( 2015اتفاقية باريس ) 

Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)  المساهمات المحددة

 وطنياً 
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National Legislation التشريع الوطني 

Climate Legislation التشريعات المتعلقة بتغير المناخ 

Low-Carbon Economies الاقتصادات منخفضة الكربون 

UK Climate Change Act 2008  2008قانون المملكة المتحدة لتغير المناخ  

Legally Binding Targets  ًأهداف ملزمة قانونيا 

Carbon Budgeting  ميزانية الكربون 

Emissions Trading تجارة الانبعاثات 

Renewable Energy Incentives  الحوافز للطاقة المتجددة 

Legal Mechanisms الآليات القانونية 

Market-Based Instruments الأدوات القائمة على السوق 

Carbon Trading Schemes برامج تجارة الكربون 

Climate Litigation  القضائية المتعلقة بالمناخ التقاضي المناخي / الدعاوى  

Judicial Rulings الأحكام القضائية 

State Accountability مساءلة الدولة 
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Corporate Responsibility  مسؤولية الشركات 

Enforceability of Environmental Rights  قابلية إنفاذ الحقوق البيئية 

 

 

 

 

 


